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: ECCLESIASTES, Vit. I. 
lis i ; ; 
wf'zood Name i as becter ‘thon precious Ottitinent 3 
- and the Day q. Death, tes the Pine! g one’s 
Birth. : 
1 a this’ Book the infpired Stone. gives the. at 
lively defcriptions of the utter vanity and emp~ 
tinefs of all thofe earthly pleafures and_enjoy- 
ments, which’ fo, much ' ingrofs the affections and 
eager purfuit of mankind, He repeatedly pronoun- 
ces vanity on them all; and declares,-that there is. 
no Profit under the fun ; i. €. nothing that can’ be 
juftly made the portion or happinefs ‘of a rational, 
immortal being : and from all he had faid naturally. 
draws, this important Conclufion ; ‘‘that. to fear. 
Gop. and keep his commandments is the whole of 
man, equally his Entereft. and his Duty.” He did. 
not advance the coétrine of the Stoicks ; that all 
things in the prefent ftate are equally good.; On. 
the contrary he afferts, that the moderate, temperate. 
fo patie and ule of the bounties of divine Provi- 
dence. 
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dence is a bleffing to be defired , while it is a vanity, 
and an evil difeafe, to be with-held by fordid cove- 
toufnefsfrom taking the comfort of thofe earthly 
good things, which Gop hath beftowed upon us.’ 
_ Having made many juft and pertinent obfervati- 
ons on the vanity of all earthly enjoyments, he thus 
queries in the clofe of the preceeding chapter, *See- 
ing there be many things that increafe Vanity, what 
is man the better? For who knoweth what is good 
for man in this life, all the days of his vain life, which 
he fpendeth as a thadow ? for who can. tell a man 
what fhall be after him under the fun 2?” “To this 
“inquiry the words of ourtext feem to be an anfwer 
: to the following import » Admitting the truth of all 
\ that hath been faid about the vanity. of every earthly 
enjoyment ; and that no. man can tell, what particu- - 
Jar condition or circumftances may be belt for him im 
the prefent State ; whether poverty or riches ; whe- 
ther leaving children to heir his eftate; or dying 
childlefs, as no one knoweth who fhall come after . 
him, whether a wife man, or a fool: yet this may 
be afférted and maintained for truth, that a good 
Name, acquired by worthy .and virtuous actions, is, 
better than precious ointment, or the moft valuable, 
temporal poffeffion ? A prodigal heir may foon watte 
the largeft eftate that a frugal induftrious father can 
leave him. Buta good name is more of a perfonal, 
" unalienable property, and not equally in the power, 
or at the difpofal of a degenerate child. ‘The fon of 
a worthy and virtuous father may indeed be a vicious, 
ignoble wretch ; and be faid, in fome fenfe, to dif- 
grace his father ; while in reality the degenerate bafe- 
nefs of his character and conduét may rather ferve 
-#8a foil te fet off che Luftre of his father’s,. abs : 
truth 
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truth is plainly this, that every thing which a wife 
_ and good man leaves behind him in this world is at 
the difpofal of his heirs, excepting his good name, 
which is not equally left within their power. The 
ftrongeft Entail will not fecure his eftate from diffi- 
pation : but his good name needs not this fecurity for 
‘its prefervation, It is true indeed, that malicious 
flanderers ‘may envioufly attack the faireft character, 
and endeavour to blacken the brighteft reputation : 
_ but then, there will fcarce ever fail to appear a fuffi- 
cient number of able friends to vindicate and defend’ 
“fuch an abufed charaéter. But even fuppofing this 
fhould not be the cafe ; or that.an eminently worthy - 


: - man fhould fuffer greatly in his name and reputation 


thro’ the malice of his enemies ; yet ftill he hath this 
folid fupport and confolation, that the day of bis death 
will be better to bim, than the day of his birth, Whena 
perfon’s heart and life are fuch as juftly intitle him to 
a good name, whether he aétually obtains it here on 
earth, or not, he may reft fatisfied in this affurance, 
‘that he fhall be righted at death :---that he thall 
meet with the approbation of Gop, who will bring 
forth his righteoujne/s as the light, and bis judgment as the 
woon-day, and fecure to him the applaufe ‘of heaven. 


The words of the text naturally lead to thefe two 
‘obfervations, viz. That a good name or charaéter is a 
_ moft valuable and defireable attainment :---and that 
' to perfons of fuch a Charaéter the day of: death will 
©n many accounts be better, than the day of their birth. 


I. A good name or charaéter is @ moft valuable and 
Refireable attainment. 
This is forcibly afferted in the text by its being 
preferred to precious Ointment, or a rich abies 
: ae whic 
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which was in high efteem, and much ufed in thofé | 
eaftern couatries, by perfons that could afford to be 
at the expence of it. So that the comparing a thing 
to precious ointment, and efpecially giving it the pre= 
ference thereto, was a very emphatical method of ex 
preffing its great. worth and. excellence... Thus the 
Pfalmitt, to fet forth the defireablenefs-and excellency 
of brotherly, love, fays, ‘‘Itis like! the preciaus ointment 
upon the head.” Pfal.133. 2. And when king He- 
zekiab laid open to the embafladors from Badylon the 
rich ftores of his kingdom, among the other valua¢ 
bles in his treafury, we read that-he fhewed them his 
_ precious cintment, fa. 39. 2. Agreeably hereto we read’ 
ofa woman pouring a box of very precious  ciniment 
- on the head of our Saviour, which was doubtlefs bue . 
a fmall quantity, and yet of fo great value,: that the - 
difciples. complained and murmured at the prodigious: 
wafte thereby made, altho’ it was done out of honour 
and refpect for their. Lord. \Mark 14. 3, 4, 5. Thefer 
inftances may ferve to fhow the force of the expreffis 
on in the text, where a good name is faid to be. bet-: 
ter than precious ointment, as emphatically afferting, 
the high value and excellency of fach a name.  Ac- 
cordingly. we.find it agreeable to the common fenfe 
of mankind ingeneral, to fet an high value upon their: 
reputation, andto efteem‘it one of the moft valua- 
ble articles of their property : And hence they juftly 
refent it, as a very great injury, when any perfon en- 
deavours to rob them of it by flander and defamation. 
Now agood name is that charaffer or reputation, to 
which a perfon is juftly inticled, in the eftimation of 
mankind, on account of truly excellent and valuable 
- endowments poffefled by him, or worthy and noble: 
actions done.by him, And as there are many things 
re yas ; which. 
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Which contribute to this charaéter, I will briefly men- 
-tion a few of them; and point out the advantages a- 
eines cerchroiy.. tae oe ee : 
1. Perfons may be intitulet! to\a good name on ac 
count of eminent attainménts in. uleful learning: 
The mind, the rational fou!, is the moft noble and- 
excellent part of the man; By this we claim kindred 
with the angels of heaven, and are even allied to the 
glorious Gop himfelf, who is a Spirit. And_ hence 
the endowments and improvements of the foul are 
juftly deemed more excellent than thofe of the body.’ 
The beauty, flrength and agility of the body are real- 
ly defireable, and anfwer many, valvable purpofes.' 
But in all thefe many anitnals of inferior rank exceed 
the human rate. Ic is therefore on account of the 
- foul, and the intelle€tual powers, that man is the fu- 
perior, and Lord of the lowet creation, and holds a 
clear, indifputable pre-eminence above the brutes. 
By the exercife of thefe intelle€tual faculties the fmaler — 
degree of bodilv ftrength, with which mankind is 
_ indued, enables them to maintain their daminion o- 
ver the beafts of rhe field, the fowls of the air, and 
the fithes of the fea: It isby virtue of that fuperior 
{kill and wifdom, which Gop hath given to man, that 
he-can fo eafily catch and deftroy, or tame and fub- 
jeét to his fervice thofe various kinds of animals which 
preatly excell him in bodily ftrength, agility and 
fwiftnefs of flight. Hence the improvement © the 
Mind by ufeful knowledge, learning and wifdom is 
juftly held in the higheft efteem and reputation Sige 
‘mankind ; as without thefe the greateft ftrength and’ 
- adtivity of body would be of very little ufe. Know- 
Kedge muft regulate the ein of the body, and ne 


x 


 — Fhe eke 


their eminent proficiency in ufeful literature immor- 


talized their fame, and embalmed their memory to 
all pofterity. So thata good name only for ufeful 
learning vaftly excells the moft precious ointment, as 
the fweet flavor of the former is almoft infinitely more 


eee 


cells others of the human race in thofe enor 
ce ! an 
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and accomplifhments, which are truly noble and 
valuable, and which elevate the foul to a fuperior 
dignity. Thefe acquirements exalt the mind to an 
_-higher orb of view and contemplation. His views 


are more enlarged, jutt and rational ; his contemplas: 


tions more noble, fublime and fatisfactory to the foul, 
than thofe of others, who are grovelling upon the 
earth, and never extend their thoughts beyond the few 


objeéts of fenfe, with which they are furrounded. 
Such a perfon, by the fuperiority of his abilities, will 
he under great advantages for promoting his. own in- 
tereft by the important fervices he willbe able to do 
mankind.: and, what is ftill greater, he will be able 
to advance’ the welfare of hundreds and thoufands a- 
round him, in perteét confiftency with his own inte- 
reft and happinefs.’ So that if a perfon well’ turned 


for intelleétual improvements be under the ruling. 
paffion of ambition, and thirfts for the honour of im-’ 
mortalizing "his name: or if he be influenced by a. 


more generous, difinterefted defite of promoting the 
happinefs of his fellow-creatures, here is ample {cope 
for his ambition, where he may exert his powers to 
the utmoft, with the greateft animating profpeét of 
\ fuccefs. “A good name is likewile acquired, 
_-2. By a perlon’s fidelity in difcharging the duties 
of his ftation, . 
~ But few comparatively of mankind have the ad- 
vantage of obtaining an illuftrious charaéter for learn- 
ing: nor will even thefe deferve a good name, unlefs 


they faithfully improve their talents to the benefit of. 
others, by acting an ufeful part in life. All cannot. 
excel in one particular thing: nor is it neceflary they. 


fhould, as there are various departments of fervice to. 
bevattended to for the general good of the world. And: 


he | 
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he will juftly merita good name, who is faithful to his 


truft, whether it be more public or private. ’Tis tree 
indeed, that the more public, important and. ufleful a 


__, perfon’s ftation is in life, the more noted and famous 


will his good name be, and the greater his character, 
if he aéts up to it. Butthen itis not’a matter of any 
~ great confequence what a perfon’s flation is, provided 
he fills ie well, and aéts with fidelity and diligence in 
difcharging the duties of his office. Every one may 
obtain that good name fpoken of in the text, by duly 
attending to that divine direction of the apoftle, ‘*Stu- 
dy to be quiet, and do your own bufinefs.”, By fucha 
‘conduét’ the very loweft {ervanc. will getvan high and 
honorable charagter, tho? mot a public one. 
““A& well your part; here ali the honour ies.” 


3. By a perfon’s being eminently benevolent and ~ 


* 4 ve 


beneficent tg mankind, *, g ts 
There is {omething peculiarly amiable and charm- 
ing tn true benevolence, ina fpirit of love, and the 
practical evidences, of a friendly heagt towards our, 
fellow-men in general, Nor is there any, thing that 
raifes a creature more nearly.to.a refemblance of that 
Gop, whois Love; or more plainty indicates him to. 
be a genuine child of that benificent Parent of the U- 


_niverfe, who maketh his fun'to rile on the, evil and, 


on the good, and fendeth: raiggon the juft and on the 
unjuft.. And where a courfe of benificent actions are 


fubftantially expreffive of fuch a temper of heart, a. 


perfon willinfalibly obtain a good name : all/around, 
him will rife up, and. call him blefied,. Hereby -he 


will be fure of engaging the generality, or at leaft. 
friends: 


the moft valuable part, of mankind to be hi 


for he who thus fheweth himfelt friendly, will fearce, 


_ ever fail’ of having friends. 


4. That 
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4. That which completes a good name is, our be- 
jng truly religious towards. Gop. HOSES 
"The things which have been mentioned before, 
will do much towards fecuring agood name: but this 
Jaft mentioned finifhes the. character. Great attain=: 
ments in learning, fidelity in difcharging the duties: 
of our ftation; witha feries ot kind..actions tothe 
human, race juftly merit. efteem and ‘commendation: 
from all men, even though true religion be not»the 
"principle of action. But then! where all this {prings 
from, or is attended with tre piety towards. Gopi: 
When all a perfon’s «fhining attainments .in: knows: 
ledge are {an@tified and confecrated to the fervice and | 

lory of Gon, and the good of mankind: When his 
fidelity-and diligence in performing the-duties of his 
place; have theirrife from. a confcientious regard to: 
the will and authority of Gop :4o that a perfon doth. 
natoultimately: feekshis own. honourcand ‘glory but 
the Glory of him who hath: fent him: into the world, ~ 
and-affigned shiny his work and bufinefs | :nwhen the 
benevolence of his beart towardshis fellow men is ‘not® 
merely the effect. of natural conftitution or education :° 
but’ flows: from a-divine. principle of love to Gow, 
whereby he is powerfully animated toa faithful dif: 
charge af every duty both public: ‘and private, both” 
towards Gop and many and'when fych a perfon’s cone » 
duét in life is an: uniform. courfe!of obedience to: the: 
facred laws of the great» King of heaven, then hath‘ 
~ he truly acquired, or,at leaftjuttly deferves; that good 
name which is better than. precious ointment ; and: 
will not only meet with the efteem» and applaufe of: 
men’; but likewife the praife and approbation of Gon. 
“Tf any man ferve me, him will my Father honour.” 
The fweet perfumes of his name will be lafting : ‘* for 

’ ae i eS eae : : the. 
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the righteous fhall be had in everlafting remembrance.* 
' To be a true fervant of Gop and Jzsus Curis is 
one of the higheft characters, that can belong to crea- 
tures ; aname and title of honour, in which the mott 
exalted angels may juftly glory : ‘* Are they not all 
miniftring {pirits? ”” Heb. 1. 14. Blefs the Lord, ye 
his Angels, that excel in ftrength, that do his com- 
mandments, harkening unto the voice: of his word, : 
Pfal. 103.20. How nobly is the character of Zachg- 
rias.aod Elifabeth drawn with great fimplicity, in a» 
few. words ? Luke 1:6. And they were both righte- 
ous: before Gop, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs. This com- 
pleats that good name, which ‘is better than the moft' 
precious ointment, and will render the day of death 
better than the day of one’s birth. J.et us now brief- 
ly. confider the excellency and advaniages of a good 
mame, . i 

2) Hereby a perfon will: be fure: to enjoy the no-: 
‘bleft fatisfaction in: this life: 

~ That temper of mind and courfe of condua, where- 
by. this, character is acquired, are:nacurally produétive 
of pleafure and happinefs for the prefent. True vir-' 
tye;and. real piety carry a greatireward along with’ 
théin :. their ways, are ways of pleafantnefs : the very 
peactice of it includes, exercifes of foul, that are hignly » 
entertaining and pleafurable., while the inward tefti- 
mony. of a good confcience is. an unfailing fource of 
folid joy and, fatisfaction to the mind. " 
$2 JHereby he will not only efcape the abhorrenc 

and contempt of mankind; but: fecure. their good, 

will and kind offices. Haier 2 eRe 

. There is fomething naturally defirable in having. 
_ the good opinion’ and efteem of our fellow-men, el-" 
4 y= 3 ‘ pecially, 
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pecially of thofe whom we look upon to be the belt 
Judges of merit, and to have the greateft influence 
among others. And a perfon mutt be a very raré 
inftance of ftupidity, who could avoid feeling ex- 
tremely miferable, while he knew himfelf to be de- 
fpifed and abhorred by all the world. around him. 
And we doubtlefs fet the highet value on this ef= 
teem of others, becaufe we thereby hope to have thé. 
| benefit of their kind offices and friendly affiftance in 
Promoting our own intereft in fothe refpe& or other: 
Hence it is, that we do not fo much care for the opi - 
nion, or the efteern of thofe, on whom we have little 
or no. dependance, or connection with them. Such 
however is our mutual dependance on one another in 
the prefent ftate, that the love and efteem of our fel- 
- low-menis an article of very gteat importance. This 
is neceflary in order to our being trufted in, employ- 
ed, or-having any agreeable or profitable intercourfe 
with others, without which life itfelf would be into- 
lerable. Some indeed are more independant than 
others : but nene are fo jntirely independant, but that 
a good nate, or.the efteem of mankind muft be ver 
defirable; andeven neceffary to their comfortable fale 
fiftence inthe world. Without this the gteateft mon- 
_acch on fis throne muft have but a very uncomforts 
able and precarious fituation. ee 
3. Hereby he will endear his name and memory 
to fucceeding ages. . egies. 
And the thou zhts of this yield a rational pleafure 
and fatisfaction in the prefent life, altho’ a perfon 
knows he fhall not be able to reap the fame kind of 
advantage from his*good charaéter when he is dead, 
~as he does here in the prefent ftate. I apprehend 
there was originally implanted in human aature, in 
2 ité 
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/ 2 
its innocent ftate, a defire of immortality, | fameand ° 
honour ; which is.a lawful defire, and really latidable, 
when it inclines perfons toright meafures for immor-- 
_ talizing themfelves. This rendered our firft parents fuf- 
ceptible of the force.of that temptation, which flat- 
“tered them with the profpect of becoming like Gods 
in knowledge,-and other excellencies of their rational 
nature. : a, Se 
And I believe there is fcarce any perfon to be found, | 
“who can now be abfolutely indifferent what fhall be 
Maid of him, when he fhall bein his grave. The per- 
‘petuating an honorable charaéter was the grand object 
of ambition, the fummumBonum, with the generality 
of the heathen Worthies, whether in literature, go- 
vernment or arms. They difcovered an unbounded 
defire of immortalizing their names. ¢ And. what 
they difcovered, I believe-was originally implanted in 
human nature; altho’ greatly improved in them by 
educations Ne ae 
~ We may therefore conclude, upon good evidence, 
that the endearing our name to pofterity is a natural 
good, defirable in itfelf, fuited to gratify an innocent — 
_ paffion or defire in human nature, and that it is one 
- of thofe bleffings whereby the righteous are, and will 
be, diftinguifhed from the wicked, whofe names fhall 
rot, Prov. 10: 7. pate see 
Il. Lo fuch perfens the day of their death is better on 
sany accouyis than the day of their birth. 
But what can be faid to illuftrate fo plain a truth ? 
or what can be offered to make it more evident, than 
“, . tae: it 
2 Ancenfes, ut de me ipfo aliquid more fenum - 


, me 


gantos labores diurnos noéturnof{que domi, militizqve ful repturum 

faiffe, fi iifdem finibus gloriam ‘meam, quibus vitam effem ter- 

minaturus ? vs Ory ee, . 
Optimus qaifque maxime ducitur honore. Cicanes 
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fe mutt’ neceffarily appear upon the bare mentioning 
of ic? I will cherefore only fuggett a few things-brieAy 
under chishead, as, © oy att aoe ee 
‘tr. That the day of death infures to perfons of thig 
charater that valuable attainment, which was matter 
of uncertainty to them on’ the day of theic Birth. «, 
"When the child is born, none can tell what his 
conduc and character in life will be: Buc when he | 
hath lived to make fure of a good name, and:gone 
off the {tage in poffeffion of it, the important point is 
gained :, that, which was. before but a doubrful, un- 
certain Good, is now infallibly fecured to.him.+ From 
this confideration Gicera infifts upon it, that the time 
of old age is more happy than the days of youth, as 
the aged: have adtually attained that length of life, 
which can only be the object of uncertain-hope to the 
young. t+ How much better, and more joyful is the 
moment; in, which victory, is determined, in our fa; 
vour, than: the time when the engagement, began, the 
event of which was then. utter, uncertain:? Human 
life inthe. prefent. ftate.is..a thort warfare with the 
enemies of our happinefs :.we-are born to the coms 
bar :—he that hath lived to. fecure a,good name, has 
gained the joyful victory ; the day of, deqth decrees 


and enfures him. the triumphs BP eT 
2. They are born, to. labour and toil, from which, 
the day of death is the happy moment of their deli- 
verance.. *t,Man is born unto trouble as the {parks 
fly upwards.”...And without any difparagement to 
the riches of that Divine Goodnefs, with which the 
whole earth is filled, we may fafely pronounce.a ble{- 
hs fe os ' fednefs 
4 Salotis certa ef Iatitia ; nafcendi incerta conditio, $ At et 
no melioré conditione quam addletcens, cum id, quod ille fperat, 
hic jam coniecuius eit. Ills vult diw vivere : hic dia vixit. 
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fednefs upon the dead, who die in the Lord, decait/2 
they ref from their labour. - 

3. The day of birth brings them into a world of 
fin and temptation : but.the day of death’ tranflates 
them into a ftate of perfect holinefs. 

Sin is the grand article, and the fole caufe of all 
the miferies in life. *Tis this that renders the pre- 
fent ftate a ftate of warfare. Our being conceived in 
fin, and born into the world with depraved hearts, 
filled with the principles of luft and vile affeétions, 
which give every temptation a powerful advantage 
again{t us ; and oblige us to wreftle with flefh and ‘ 
blood; to be perpetually on the watch, and contend 
as in an agony to efcape the deftruétion to which we 
are expofed : ’tis this that makes our life a fcene of 
toil, or, which is infinitely more deplorable, a ftate of 

 flavery to fin. Every one, who would attain a good 
name, is'neceffitated to a daily laborious ftrugglé 
with powerful “corruptions within, and ftrong 
temptations from without, from a world that lieth 
in wickednefs. “Fhis makes’ thern groan being 
burdened, and caufeth them frequently to look 
forward with eager defire, and a pleafing profpect 
of the day of death, as the happy day of their 
redemption, when they: fhall be compleatly delivered 
from all that fin, and thofe inclinations and tempta- 
tions to it, which are the’great burden of life to them. 
They will then be made perfect, as their Father which 
“ts in heaven is perfeét ; will be like Chrift ; and be 
filled with that righteoufnefs which they now hunger 
and thirft after. A moft bleffed tranfition mouft this 
be 5 to be immediately freed from all the pollutions 
and effects of fin, and be admitted to the ftate and 
Society of the f{pirits of juft. men made perfect, and ae 
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the full enjoyment of God in a world of fpotlefs and 
everlafting purity. - Saeaeree 
4. They are born to die: but they die to live. 
’ The day of their birth brings therh into exiftence 
under a fentence of condemnation to death, as the 
fruit and confequence ef our apoftacy from God. 
But the execution of this fentence upon thofe, who 
have merited the good name before defcribed, re- 
ftores them to everlafting life. And therefore altho” 
death hath fomething gloomy and terrible in it; yet 
a fecurity of dying no more, and of entering into a 
ftate of bleffed immortality muft rendes the day of 
death highly preferable to the day of their birth. 


~ Imuft now obferve to you, my hearers, that we 
are all very deeply interefted in the truths which have 
been delivered upon this fubjeét. The day of birth. 
is paffed with us; and you know we are born to die, 
the fure profpeét of which may very juftly affect us. 
with great folicitude about the confequences of it. 
We can’t but view it as a fcene of terror, to lie ftrug- 
gling, convulfed and diffolving in the diftreffing ago- 
nies of death : to be thereby demolifhed, and reduced 
to corruption : to fee the face of man no more, and 
have all our dear, agreeable connections with human 
fociety utterly broken’: to be cut off from all inter- 
‘courfe with our deareft friends upon earth. And if 
to thefe confiderations we add the doleful thought of. 
dying in fin, and plunging immediately into the 
bottomlefs gulf of endlefs pain and mifery, all 
words “fail to give only a faint reprefentation of the 
difmal horrors that crowd into this clofing fcene of 
life. And yet there is a way and method, in which ° 
this gloomy profpeét may be brightened, and the day 
@f death become better than the day of our birth. A. 
gook 
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good name, in the fenfe of the text, will produce this 
shappy effect. ~ And ‘therefore the truths afferted ia 
the iext exhibit to our view the moft forcible’ incite- 
‘ments to labour after this very defirable attainment, 
*Tis highly valuable in itfelf, and the advantages of 
‘jt very many and great in the prefent ftate, at death, 
‘and even thro” eternity. *Tis a rational, and truly 
laudable ambition, to afpire after a good name by 
“fuch a conduct as will juftly intitle you thereto, 
Therefore whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever 
things are.of good report : if there be any virtue, ‘if 
there be any praife, think on thefe things ; make 
them the fubjects of your ftudy, and let them regulate 
your practice. The ambition of many in the world 
runs ia a wrong channel : they glory in their fhame, 
and ftrive to render themlelves famous by an exces 
of folly and wickednefs, which will infallibly brand | 
‘them with everlafting infamy. Take heed therefore, 
that your ambition be direéted to truly excellent ob- 
jects, fuch practices and attainments, as willsbear the 
teft of reafon, the trial of God’s word, ‘the trial of 
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/growing reputation and honorable character in the 
world. The progrefs which you make in Jearning 
now will likely have a very great, if not a determining 
influence upon your after conduct and character thro’ 
life. I can affure you, that it is now a very critical 
‘time, on the right imprevement of which the moft 
important and lafting confequences depend. And if 
‘in your prefent fituation you fhould not be animated 
-by a noble ambition to excel in learning, *tis almoft 
certain that your ambition will take a wrong turo 
‘fome other way, which will prove fatal and deftruc- 
tive to you. If therefore you would obtain that good 
name, which is fo valtly defirable, I myft earneftly 
exhort you as my children, wich fenfible emotions of 
parental affection towards you, that you now diligent- 
ly apply yourfelves to your prefent bufinefs, the pro- 
fecution of your ftudies, and the furnifhing of your 
‘minds with that ufeful knowledge, which may enable 
you to act a worthy and advantageous part upon the 
ftage of life. cor 

Labour alfo after a humble, benevolent, and bene- 
ficent fpirit, and an humane courteous behaviour, 
‘We live in fociety, and muft be caily converfant with 
our brethren of the human race ; and a great part of 
the duty, which we owe to God ultimately, nextly 
-and immediately refpects our neighbour: and a very, 
confiderable part of the religion of Chrift is to be ex. 
ercifed in a compliance with that great command of 
the divine law, “* Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as. 
thyfelf.” This muft ever be regarded, as an eflential 
branch of ‘pure and undefiled religion before God, 
and the Father.” And itis in vain we expect to fe- 
cure the love and efteem of mankind, unlefs our be- 
haviour cowards them, in the various relations of life, 
: be . 
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be apparently influenced’ by the royal law of love, 
We canndat deferve a’ good name, unlefs we put'on 
bowels of compaffion, humblenefs of mind ; arid love 
as brethren ; or unlefs our conduét breathes the true 
fpiric of kindnefs and benevolence. And we may be 
pretty {ure the world-will not be fo partial in our 
favour, as to give | us ‘much more of their efteem than 
we deferve. — 

But above all things let true religion be the grand 
obje& of your attention and concern. Without this 
there will be an effential defect in your character, 
whatever other accomplifhments you may poflefs. 
‘You may indeed, without this, make great intellectual 
improvements in. the knowledge of the Arts and Sci- 
ences ; may have your tempers and manners polifh- 
ed, and fo agreeably formed, as to render you both 
very ufeful, and acceptable to mankind : fo that when 
tKey look upon you, they can’t avoid loving you, as 
our Saviour did the amiable young man mentioned in 
the gofpel. But if with all thefe advantages and at- 
tainments you live under the fecret power, and in the 
fervice of any fin, alienated from the life of God, 
without his love and fear, as ruling principles of ‘ac- 
tion in your hearts : if you do not make choice of 
him, as your God, and fupreme Good, tnro’ Jefus : 
Chrift, devoting yourfelves fincerely to: his fervice 
and glory, it muft be faid concerning you, One thing 
is ftill Jacking to finifh your ehacatter, and give you. 
a good name; and this the moft effential thing, yea, 
the only effential, one thing needful, to render the 
day of death better to you than the day of your birth. 
And it is efpecially with reference to this folemn day, 
-and the interefting confequences of it, that a good 
‘name is fo precious, and infinitely defirable. The 
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higheft m and applaufe of men can be of fervice 
to us but.a-very little while: the day of death is. 
' fwiftly haftening, which will put an end to our reap- 
ing any farther advantage from all that the world may 
think or fay of us. Then fhall we eminently need 
the applaufe of God, to have a good name in his efti- 
mation ; and to have our character drawn by him, 
‘© Well done, good and faithful fervant.” This will 
fender the day of death the moft joyful day. of our 
lives, and advance us to the high honour of being 
kings and priefts unto God, and.of reigning with 
him forever... Tee a eT 
And now to inforee thefe directions, and quicken 
you to a compliance with them, I would in.a few 
words recal to your view the character and Jate death 
of the amiable.and much efteemed Mr. Lang, Jately 
a Tutor of this College. His character and example 
will ferve for your direétion, while his much lamented 
Death may juftly quicken us. all to an imitation. of 
him. The dear Name, I am fure, remains fixed in 
your minds in-indelible impreffidns of efteem, love 
and veneration... He had obtained that good name 
{pokén of in the Text; the agreeable perfumes: of 
which remain frefh, while his, Heth is confuming in 
the grave, This public mention of him, witha brief 
fketch of his character, is a piece of indi{putable juttice 
to the dead, and may be ferviceable to the living... 
.. The Father of Spirits gave him a foul, 4 genius 
well turned for intellectual improvements, and. in- 
fpired with an ardent thirft_ after knowledge, which 
enabled him to furmount great difficulties in, obtain- 
ing the gratification of this laudable defire by a liberal 
education. Being left fatherlefs, without a fufficient” 
Patrimony to defray the expences of a public educa- — 
ih / ggire #ton, ; 
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‘tance in the Field of Battle, and ferved as a foldier in 
more than one campaign, the laft War, folely with 4 
view to enable him to purfue his ftudies to effect. 
Encouraged with this affiftance he entred College, and 
kept the foremoft place of reputation by his good 
behaviour, and great proficiency in learning. This 
- attraéted the notice of his worthy Tutor Mr. Lyman,- 
fine dead ; who difcerning the readinefs of his ge- 
nius, aad being acquainted with his circumftances, 
readily affitted him with monty of his own to carry 
him thro’ his education at College, by ‘which kind 
affiftance he obtained his purpofe. He applied him- 
felt to the noble ftudy of Divinity, foon commenced 
an ‘accurate, inftructive, excellent Preacher. His 
literary accomplifhments juftly merited, and procured 
him the Office of a Tutor in College, in which ho- 
norable’ ftation he ferved this feat of learning for al- 
toft two years, with ftridt fidelity, with great judg- 
fient and prudence, and to univerfal fatisfaction; till 
fatal fickne(s put an end to his public fervice. ‘He 
was One of the belt geniufes, and a clofe ftudent, had 
a fingularly clear difcerning, and penetrated deep into 
 fubje@ts : his views were extenfive, and his jadgment 
remarkably good and folid for his years. ‘His natu- 
ral Teimper was fteady and calm, his Difpofition 
friendly, courteous and‘ benevolent, had’ made great 
proficiericy in the various branches of Learning tor 
hig yeats, while all his fhining attainments were adorn- 
ed with a moft’ agréeable Modefty. His life exem- 
plifie? religion, and gave fubftantial evidence of tn- 
feigned Piety towards God. He well underftood thé 
Gofpel Scheme, the Doétrines of Grace, was fixed in 


~ the belief of them, and well able to defend them we 
ag). te : : y a 
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all objections. He delighted much in the Gofpel ; - 
to ftudy Chrift, and him crucified, and to -pry into 
his unfearchable: Riches. ie 
de had juft entered upon the ftage of public ac- 
tion, well furnifhed to act an honorable and ufetul 
part there, when death called him off, while he was. 
nobly acting the firft fcene. 7 ‘ 
In the daeiooin of his Sicknefs he was apprehen-. 
five of the event, and folemnly folicitous about the. 
interefting confequences of death. He expreffed at 
Times 4 ae al Hope of his intereft in Chrift, 
and of eternal glory by him ; and fo died to our great 
lofs and forrow ; and as we have reafon to believe, 
to his great Gain and exceeding Joy. He lived long 
enough to obtain a good name, better than the. moft 
precious ointment, and to have the day of his death 
better than that of his birth. His name and Memory 
will remain endeared to us all, while life remains. O 
our dear Friend and Brother! how plealant and agree 
able haft thou been to us in thy life! how fenfibly 
do we feel and mourn thy abfence! fhall we no more 
fee-thee in this Place, no more converfe with thee, or. 
worfhip with thee, as heretofore !—But 1 hope and 
truft he now enjoys company, fociety and worfhip, as 
_much fuperior to ours, as Heaven is to earth. And 
as we have loft the advantage and benefit of his life, 
let us endeavour to profit by his death. We have juft 
reafon to lament it, and be humbled ufider it asa 
great Lois to College, anda fenfible breach upon it. 
May we, who have been intimately connected and 
concerned with him in the direction and inftruction 
of College, fuitably regard it as a loud and awaken- 
ing call to us to be ready for the fatne great event of 
dying. And may you, my dear pupils, and particu. 
D larly 
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larly thofe of you, who were more immediately hig 
pupils, be hereby ferioufly. reminded of Death. If 


_ there be any of you, who have hitherto put far away _ 


all ferious thoughts of it, let me call upon you to’at- 


tend to the voice of God in this Providence, and | 


remember ferioufly, that you muft. foon die and ap- 
pear before God in the: eternal world. Your dear 
and worthy Tutor calls upon you from the Grave to 
attend to this, and at the fame time the late death of 
one of your fellow ftudents repeats the admonition to 
you. How folemn and awakening isthe thought ! 
Two of our intimate companions, who were lately 
with us in this Houfe, are: now in the eternal world, 
and have made the grand decifive experiment of dy- 
ing, which every one of us too muft foon make. And 


can you be thoughtlefs and unconcerned over the 


Grave, and by the dying bed of your moft intimate 


companions ? Can you fee them {natched away from ~ 


your fide, one after another, and yet never think fe- 
rioufly about dying ? Do their expiring groans pafs 
thro’ your ears, like common founds, without leaving 
any impreffion on your hearts? The very brutal cre- 
ation fcarcely gives us inftances of equal ftupidity. 
Awake, I befeech you, to ferious confideration and 
reflection ; attend to the voice of God in his Word, 
~ and in thefe alarming providences : view yourfelves 
upon the brink of the grave ; as dying, and juft ready 
to enter the eternal world, and appear before the 
gréat Judge of all ; and immediately prepare for the 
folemn fcene.- con 
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